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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Amano et al. (US 5226012), hereinafter referred to as Amano, in view of Sharma et al. 
(US 6813275) hereinafter referred to as Sharma. 

Claim 1, 3, 5, 6, 7 Amano discloses a network interface unit for receiving packet data 
constituting said packet data stream from said packet-switched network (element 1 in fig 

1); 

Amano discloses a buffer (element 3 in fig 1) for temporarily storing said packets 
received by said network interface unit; 

Amano discloses processing unit (element 4 in fig 1 ) for sequentially reading and 
processing the packet data stored in said buffer (Col 2 lines 15-Col 3 line 4) and 
monitoring unit (element 6 in fig 1) monitoring state said buffer periodically (Col 2 lines 
15-Col 3 line 4); 

Amano discloses the processing unit suspending operation during a period of 
time required for reading and processing at least one packet data, in the case where the 
number of the packet data stored in said buffer shows a tendency decreasing from the 
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predetermined number data, successively the given number of times (Col 2 lines 15-Col 
3 line 4). 

Amano does not specifically disclose the monitoring unit making the processing 
unit skip at least one packet data to be read and processed next by said processing 
unit, in the case where a number of the packet data stored in said buffer shows a 
tendency of increasing from a predetermined number of data, successively a given 
number of times; and 

Sharma discloses the monitoring unit making the processing unit skip at least 
one packet data to be read and processed next by said processing unit, in the case 
where a number of the packet data stored in said buffer shows a tendency of increasing 
from a predetermined number of data, successively a given number of times (Col 6 lines 
6-12 and Col 5 lines 4-57). Furthermore, skipping a packet to be read and processed 
interpreted in its broadest term is equivalent to dropping a packet at the receiving chip 
(Col 1 lines 15-26), where is a packet is dropped, it is not read out, and thus skipped. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the circuit as disclosed by Sharma (Col 12 lines 20-30) with the 
buffer circuit as disclosed by Amano. The motivation for this combination is to 
compensate for overflow (Col 12 lines 20-30). 

Claim 2 Amano discloses a differentiating unit for monitoring an underflow and 
overflow condition, where the level of a pin predetermined as the underflow and 
overflow flag is monitored (Col 2 lines 15-Col 3 line 4). 
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Amano does not specifically disclose synchronously monitoring. However, 
Sharma discloses synchronously monitoring (Col 5 lines 4-Col 6 line 12). 
Claim 4 Amano discloses the packet data stream representing an audio signal or 
video signal and the buffer being read and processed sequentially in order to perform 
real time reproduction of these signals (Col 1 lines 9-45). 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

(a) Yazaki (US 20030012197) discloses a packet transfer apparatus having a flow 
detector, a controller and information table. 

(b) Lin (US6754179) discloses a method for improving bandwidth utilization in a 
packet switched network using pause frames. 

(c) Makagoshi (US 5594868) discloses a processor unit that discards a received 
packet when a reception buffer has insufficient space for storing the packet. 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher P. Grey whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3160. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on (571 )272-31 79. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christopher Grey 

Examiner \ 
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